HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN?
AUTHOR'S INTRODUCTION
GREAT BRITAIN AND THE NEW WORLD
THERE are very few more interesting political problems
in the world to-day than that of Great Britain's real
strength. Great Britain, whose empire covers a quarter
of the earth's surface, is directly or indirectly con-
cerned with almost everything which happens in the
world, and conversely, whenever anything happens,
whenever political or economic developments or
tendencies threaten the status quo> the attitude taken
up by Great Britain to them is of importance. World
politics represent the sum of all efforts either to main-
tain or change the status quo in the relations between
the nations of the world, and when any such efforts
are made Great Britain's weight is usually in the scale,
generally in order to maintain the status quo.
During the past twenty-five years the status quo has
been constantly threatened, and a new world has
developed. In one instance Great Britain threw her
whole weight into the scales: she fought in the World
War under most favourable circumstances, namely,
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